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Regional Highlights

Happy New Year everyone.
Welcome to 2010. We have
had quite the year in the region
for 2009. We had a lot of fun
attending festivals, and games
around the four States, and
hosting the AGM, among other
social activities. As | reflect on
the past year, | always come
back to the same thought,
which is, it is so special being a
part of this great  Society.
The Clan MaclLeod Society has
added a dimension to my own
personal life that can not be
easily described. Earlier this
year proved to be challenging.
In January | lost my mother and
in February we were fortunate
enough to welcome a new baby
girl (Lily) into our home. Lily
along with my son Max who is
five years old have given me a
perspective tha
before. Being a parent along
with losing my own mother
made me want to dig into my
past even more so | could share
who | was and be able to give
them a sense of our family
heritage. Growing up, my
grandmother (who was a
McClure before marriage)
would tell me stories, or show
me our tartan and crest. She
would try to explain to me what
being Scottish was, and our
MacLeod / McClure heritage as
she knew it. | wish | could go
back in time and revisit those
moments and ask her all the
questions that | have now. At
the time, | did not see the value
of the information she was
trying to share with me, so | try
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to impart what | know to my
children so they too can begin
to realize our heritage. Finding
the Society and being a part of
it, experiencing the kinship, and
exploring our heritage has not
only given me insight to
MacLeods, but also to know
who | am personally so | can
share that information. It has
helped me explain how | and
my children are woven into our
fabric (tartan if you will) of

family and history.

When | am asked about
membership in our society at
games, and social activities |
gain a lot of joy sharing infor-
mation about our society with
them, and what we have to
offer. As they express their
interest and intrigue in being a
part of the family that | have
described, they sometimes
state that they are not of
MacLeod decent or have any
family ties to the name or any
of our Septs. This is when | get
an even bigger smile, as |
explain to them, that our
society, unlike many others,
does not require that a person
be a MaclLeod, or even of
Scottish decent in order to be
a member of the society or to
experience the same level of
kinship. | take a great deal of
pride in the fact that our
society is made up of people
that are MaclLeods by name, by
marriage, or by people who
care about Macleods and are
as proud as | am to share our
rich history and heritage. | am
sure each one of you have
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moments such
as this and can
remember
finding your
connection to
your heritage
and the
significance it
has held for
you. As we embark into a new
Year, and some even say a new
Decade, | would like to encourage
you all to reach out to those you
know and invite them to join you
at events or gatherings around
your area. Invite them in and
show them how Clan MaclLeod

can enrich their lives as it has
enriched all of
another year pass without sharing
with someone the kinship that has
brought us all a great amount of

pride and joy.

; \dntil next quarter—Hold Fast

and Shine a Light.
~ lan Good—RVP

2006—Norma Good and lan Good
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2010 MacLeod

Parliament
The Clan
MacLeod

Parliament 2010
World Gathering
is around the
corner in July.
Visit the

Associate Clan

MaclLeod Website

and take a look at
all the available
information.
Hopefully | will
see some of you

there.

www.clanmacleod.org/
clan-parliament/clan -

parliament-2010.html

lowa Insight

Towards the later half of 2009,
Peter Dunbar, who has served
as the lowa Commissioner
decided that he wanted to step
down so that he may be able to
become the lowa Convenor for
Clan Dunbar. Peter stated
that he will remain an active
participant in the lowa region
for Clan MacLeod and will
continue to support the
society, and attend events in
the area. We appreciate what
Peter has done for Clan
MaclLeod in his role , and thank
him for his loyal service and
look forward to seeing him at
MacLeod events and Scottish
Festivals and Games. in the
future. Peter is an active board
member of the Scottish Games
council and will continue to
provide valued information in

the area. When Peter decided
to step down, it meant that we
were in need of an lowa
Commissioner. | am pleased to
announce that a long time
MaclLeod member , and great
contributor to the MacLeod
Society, both regionally and
nationally has stepped up.
Grant Young who resides in
Council Bluffs has answered
the call, and will be the lowa
Commissioner. Please join me
in welcoming Grant to his ex-
tended role in our Region.
Many of you may know that
Grant has done all the fantastic
work on our Regional
Website. He has also helped
construct and maintain
websites for many other
regions within our Society. If
any of you know what it takes

CLAN MACLEOD

to get a website up and
running, let alone maintain
them can understand that it is a
full time job, and Grant does a
fantastic job of taking care of
ours and many other sites.
Reach out and congratulate
Grant. His contact information
can be found on the back

reference page.

Grant Young

Nebraska News

The State of Nebraska has a
growing Scottish culture. As
we continue to grow in the
Nebraska area, we want to
make sure that we are always
supporting other Scottish
organizations and societies to
foster partnerships and build
relationships. In so doing, we
want to make sure we share
information about the Scottish
Society of Nebraska. The
Scottish Society of

Nebraska was founded in 1970
and incorporated in 1976, so
they have been active in the
Nebraska area for over 30
years. Their website states
that they are
of Scottish culture for this
area.” Al so
states that
Society of Nebraska Country
Dancers, the objectives of the
Society are the preservation,

0 nmotte hbeut tiie
“ w i Stottish Sobiegy of S Cc 0

SCOTTISh SOCIETY OF NEBRASKA

Founded 1970

nurturing, and
promotion of the
culture, customs, and
traditions
“Members r¢
subscription to a
magazine of Scottish
Heritage and they also
received the
Newsletter, the
Scottish Nebraskan,
which is a newsletter
about events and
cultural and historical
“ifohmatioraimiiea s s
Mi dwest . " .
we b

Nebraska and upcoming
sponsored events that
may be in your area,

Incorporated 1976

visit their website at:
www.scottishsocietynebraska.org
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Missouri Moments

Dear MacLeod Family and
Friends,

lan Good, Craig Spradling and
| worked so hard on the AGM
that it's hard to believe it's all
over. | remember so well the
dinners we shared as we
discussed plans--sometimes
attracting attention at
restaurants as one or more of
us arrived in a kilt! This gave
us a wonderful opportunity to
spread goodwill to all those
who have ever wondered
about the land from which our
forebears ventured out into the
world. It's always good to
remember the past, but as
MaclLeods we have always
looked to the future as

well. We have already had one MacLeod social
gathering in St. Louis since the AGM, and we look
forward to many more in the future. One of my
favorite ways to just enjoy being a MacLeod is to
reconnect with old friends and new at these
gatherings. It's also a wonderful way to introduce
our Clan to potential newcomers. lIt's great to
receive newsletters and participate in meetings and
the wonderful projects we engage in both in
Scotland and abroad, but when we come together
as a family, we are reminded all over again of just
why we are a Clan in the first place. A motto |
have seen many times at Highland games and other
events encourages folks to "Come be a Scot, even
if you're not!" To me, one of the things | am
proudest of all when | reflect upon my Scottish
heritage is that we form a broad tent that
welcomes friends and family from the world

over. To be Scottish--and to be a MacLeod--is to
be universal. Our ancestors' experience as they
built rugged lives for themselves in the moors and
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highlands taught them to embrace
each other and the world. And for

that we should be grateful.

As we enter into a new year, let us
resolve to cling to our traditions, and

at the same time let us ask ourselves
what we can do to give Clan MacLeod
a strong foothold into the futurény
act of service is a gift not only to our
Clan family, but to ourselves as well.

Hold Fast!
Gary Scott

Missouri CeCommissioners

Kansas Korner

We have added to our growing
family of officers in the region. In

the Western half of Kansas—Tom

McAuley has joined the ranks of
commissioners in the State. Tom
will focus on attracting and
supporting the MacLeods in the

Western half while Tom, and Sasha

Macleod continue to provide
Regional Center support. Tom

McAuley can be found at events and
games sometimes behind the crank
of an Organ grinder. Tom M. along
with Hays, KS member Tom Griffith
are two organ grinders that travel
to McPherson, Kansas each year to

show their support for Clan
MacLeod all the while providing
some wholesome fun family
entertainment. Please join me in

welcoming Tom McAuley to his new

rol e. Tom" s i

found on the resource area on the

last page.

As stated in the previous article,
Kansas has several great Highland
events, and games such as the
Kansas City Games and the

McPherson Scottish  Festival. The Re-
gional Center Co-Commissioners, Tom

= Clan MacLeod l&®

Craig Spradling, Sasha, and Tom Macleod

Macleod and his daughter Sasha Macleod
continue to do a fantastic job representing
%I?n Maglkeqd jn two Eta,(rief] Net gnly do,, o
they provide a great and welcome
atmosphere at all the events in Kansas,

but they also help  support events in
Western and South-West Missouri
(Warrensburg, and Buffalo). Most

recently Tom and Sasha along with several
other MaclLeods from across the MO

n f

Valley Region (such as lan Good / Weeden
and Rosalie Nichols / NE Commissioner
Teresa Carnazzo with her family / Neal and
Catherine McCaskey) - all set up and
represented Clan MacLeod at the
McPherson Kansas Highland  Festival.
This festival is our flagship for the region,
and we always have a great event. The
weather was perfect and the attendance at
the Macleod tent was continuous. We saw
many regional members and met even
more new friends. We have traditionally
awarded the MacCrimmon Quaich award
at this festival and this years winner was
Nathaniel Harvey who has continually won
this award for the last several years. As
we gear up for the upcoming events in
2010, we hope to see you all in the Kansas

area. soon.

lan Good and Nathaniel Harvey
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Scottish Spotlight

At the end of November, on
November 30th, Scots around
the world along with many
others celebrate our patron
saint — St. Andrew. |am
often asked, who is

St. Andrew and what does he
mean to Scotland,. | start by
referring them to the electric
Scotland website
(www.electricscotlandl.com)
to begin. This leads to a
conversation
influence on the world and
Christianity, not just his
importance to Scotland.

St Andrew is the not only the
Patron Saint of Scotland, but he
is also the patron saint of
Greece, and Russia. The flag of
Scotland is the Cross of St.
Andrew, and most recognizably
displayed as a symbol of
national identity for Scotland.
In many accounts he was one
of the first, to be "called" a
disciple. The Bible indicates
that  Andrew was a fisher-
man from Bethsaida in Galilee,
and was the ,f
Christ"s disci
brought his brother Simon
Peter to become a follower of
Jesus. After Jesus was crucified
Andrew travelled to countries
bordering around the Black
Sea and preached the Gospel in
Scythia. His missionary work is
still visible and remembered in
this part of the world to this
very day. It was in Greece, in
the city of Patras, where
Andrew became a martyr in 70
AD. Andrew too was crucified
for his beliefs and teachings,
but he felt that he was not
worthy to crucified on a cross
the same way Jesus was.
Instead he was crucified on a
diagonal (X shaped) cross
known as a Saltire (hence
symbolic reference in Scotland
Flag). One of the stories
indicates that St Andrew wore
blue, and so the white of the
wooden cross against the blue
of his robes gave us the colors

St Andrew on the magnificent «
wrought iron gates of the Palace of
Halyrood, Edinburgh,

of our national flag. As always,
there is another version of the
legend to explain the white
cross on a blue background,
which took place in the village

of Athelstaneford in East
Lothian. In 832 AD an army of
Picts under the leadership of
Angus mac Fergus, who was
supported by many armed
Scots, were fighting in the
Northumbrian territory, and
were up against a larger force
of Angles and
loak & prontsiaglfor Angus so 0
e prey&d foavitt8ry. tTHe a t
legend has it that the

appearance in the blue sky
above them was a white cloud

in the shape of a Saltire or St
Andrew"s Cross
the troops hope. Angus made a
vow that if they won the battle,
St Andrew would become the
patron saint of Scotland.

Angus and his army were
victorious and true to his

word, he remembered his vow,
and so Andrew became
Scotl and" s
cross our flag so all would
remember. Despite the fact
that even though he travelled
many places on his missionary
journeys, St Andrew physically
never set foot in Scotland, but
some of his bones did. Four
centuries after his death, some
of his bones arrived here and
how they got to Scotland is still
a topic of conversation. One
version of the story is that St
Regulus (St Rule) was going

pat

home after leaving the
Mediterranean with St.
Andrews bones, when his ship
was wrecked on the coast of
Fife. Regulus decided to stay
where he had landed. He
founded a church at Kilrymont,
which became an important
place of pilgrimage and the seat
of the Bishop of St Andrews.
Some other historians claim
that the bones of St Andrew
were sent by Emperor
Constantine the Great . No
matter which story you believe
to be true, the rise of the city /
cathedral of St Andrew (named
after the Saint) has direct cor-
relation to the religious
changes going on in Scotland
between the 9th and the 12th
centuries. During this period,
Celtic influences, such as St.
Columba in Ireland, led to the
creation of religious centers in
Scotland, but the influence
coming from England were
stronger, and St Andrews
eventually became its
headquarters. St Andrews also
showed just how strong it was
in the resistance against
York, which was trying to
exert its political and religious
power over Scotland. The |
city was successful in fending
them off, and in the |5th

Century the Scottish Church
gained its independence.

These are jut a few examples of
how Saint Andrew the disciple
and St. Andrew"

shaped our world.
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